
Rebecca loves her little sister
Lizzie very much, and so,
when she had to write an
assignment for school on
“SURVIVAL”, she could think
of no greater story than that
of her own sister.

You see Lizzie is
intellectually disabled, and
has been since birth.

Here is just a small part of
Rebecca’s wonderful
assignment.
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sisterly love
shines through

The material in this newsletter may be reused for school projects with our compliments

“Lizzie has what doctors call
an undiagnosed metabolic
disorder, which means there is
an enzyme missing in her
b l o o d . T h e re are about 2000
enzymes in the blood, but only
200 have been identified, a n d
there are only 5 or 6 of these
that can be corrected.

“Because of the disord e r, a n d
the drugs she has had to take
over the years to stop the fits,
Lizzie has not deve l o p e d
p ro p e r ly - she never learned
to walk, to talk or to sit up. She
even has to be fed through a tube.

“When she was only a few
months old, the doctors said
that she would not live past 2
years.

“She nearly did die when we
went to England to visit
re l a t i ves in 1995. We couldn’t
take her with us so she stayed
in respite care , w h e re our
Grandma and other re l a t i ve s
visited daily. But she became
ve ry il l and was rushed to
Princess Margaret Hospital.

“Lizzie is an original;
nobody in the whole wide
world is the same as her.”

Lizzie & Rebecca McKerlie 
at home
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for aboriginal children in need 
s t a n d i n g  u p

Charlene Rodney         Karen Brisbane       Blaze Kwaymullina

Three of Djooraminda’s dedicated professionals - making a real difference in
the lives of Aboriginal children in WA.

Editors Note :
It is sad to note that for every child accepted by
Djooraminda, another is deprived help due to a lack of
resources and funds.

D j o o r a m i n d a . . . a name the Ya m a j i
people have for child’s house or
c h i l d re n ’s camping gro u n d .

D j o o r a m i n d a , a LifeLink funded
a g e n c y, is dedicated to prov i d i n g
emergency and medium-term
residential care for aboriginal
c h i l d ren in a family env i ro n m e n t
-  the only residentia l  serv i c e
s p e c i f i c a l ly tailored for aboriginal
c h i l d ren within WA .

Ms Lorraine Hart , Manager of
Djooraminda said:

“ We care for aboriginal  childre n
aged 0-12 ye a r s , who are
re m oved from their own families
by the Depar tment o f
C o m munity Deve l o p m e n t , F a m i ly
& Childre n ’s Services for various
re s o n s .

“The agency has four permanent
homes car ing  for up to 24
c h i l d ren a t  a t ime , and an
emergency crisis centre opened
just  las t ye a r, which of fe r s
immediate placements when care
is needed over we e kends or
after hours.

“ We have couples, as wel l  as
single care r s , who ‘ l i ve-in’ with
the children and provide a re a l
f a m i ly atmosphere.

“The chi ldren at tend school ,
p a rticipate in re c re a t i o n , go to
m ovies and other outings and
t h ey also attend special camps
and cultural activities thro u g h o u t
the ye a r.

“Most  of  the chi ldren have
learning difficulties, or have been

d e p r i ved the ve ry basic needs of
good fo o d , shelter and clothing,
or re q u i re counselling for abuse
and abandonment issues.

“But basically, t h e y all need
to be loved and n u rt u re d , a s
ev e r y child does.

“Al l  our Staf f  are extre m e ly
dedicated and committed to the
overall wellbeing of the childre n ,
and  to prov iding as mu c h
n o r m a l i t y, s t a b i l i t y, and love as
possible” said Ms Hart .

“Our ult imate goal  is to g ive
these children a positive outlook
for the ir  future , ensur ing a
successful transition to either
foster care or a return to their
own families”.



Pove rty in our A u s t r a l i a n
c o m munity remains ve ry re a l .
T h e re is an increasing group of
Australians at or below the
poverty line.

Poverty is one of those issues that
tends to fall into the backgro u n d .
It disappears behind the veneer of
a we a l t hy society and re m a i n s
largely out of sight.

T h e re is ve ry little talk about the
poor and what we can do to
re l i eve their suffe r i n g . T h e
emphasis is on those who are
financially successful and who have
the means to do those things that
the poor can only dream about.

Our reality is that there is a
g rowing divide between the rich
and the poor.

A u s t r a l i a ’s wealth distribution is
the sixth worst in the wo r l d . T h i s
seems out of sync with our
p e rception of Australia as a fair
country.

A place in which efforts are made
to give everyone a fair go.

After all, we we re the ones who
first introduced the minimum wage
and we re quick to establish a
social security system that looke d
after those in need. This is the
c o u n t ry that welcomed post-war
refugees and migrants in
t h o u s a n d s . A nation concerned
with the wellbeing of its citizens,
regardless of status.

Something seems to have changed.
The poor are incre a s i n g ly being
blamed for their poverty.

T h e re is a lack of sensit ivity
t ow a rds the plight of pensioners.
Aged care policies and practices
often erode the dignity of the
e l d e r ly. Harsh penalt ies are
imposed on low-income people for
minor breaches of social security
rules. Refugees are treated with an
amazing lack of respect.

These developments are ringing

alarm bells that we need to hear.
T h e re is a real danger that we
Australians may lose our hearts in
our attempts to act tough and
uncompromising.

The Australian community has, i n
the past, sought to minimise
p ove rt y. It has done so with a
genuine concern for those in need.

It has cared enough to seek not to
blame the poor but to relieve their
s u f fe r i n g . In discussing and
responding to issues such as
p ove rty we desperately need to
balance hard-headedness with a
genuine concern for one another.

The Australian ethos of m a t e s h i p
suggests the existence of a human
relationship so caring and
s u p p o rt i ve that it looks beyo n d
the immediate cost to the long
term well-being of others. T h i s
vision remains as relevant today as
eve r. We all need to share in this
d ream and work to create a
healthy and compassionate society.

“The Divide Between 
Rich And Po o r ”

Comment  by Tony Pietropiccolo
Director, Centrecare Marriage & Family Services and President, WACOSS

Editor’s Note:

Tony has recently been appointed by the government as Chairperson of the State Homelessness Taskforce. The Taskforce’s role is to examine
the experience of homelessness and report to government on how this issue can be addressed in the short and long term .
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“ We immediately flew back
home to find Lizzie in intensive
c a re. The hospital said Lizzie
d i d n ’t have a good quality of
life, but they kept her alive so
we had the chance to say
goodbye.

“ H oweve r, within 3 days of
having us back, Lizzie got much
better and less than a we e k
l a t e r, was back at home with
us.

“Dad re c kons she just start e d
to fade aw ay because she
thought we had abandoned

h e r, she didn’t understand we
we re coming back to her. S o
we can’t ever leave her again.

“ T h e re are five people in our
f a m i ly - Mum, D a d , M i c h a e l ,
Lizzie and me. Lizzie love s
d a n c i n g , and sw i m m i n g . S h e
loves going outside and feeling
the air on her face . S h e
a b s o l u t e ly l oves shopping, j u s t
l i ke me! We have a new van
with a hoist, so now we can
t a ke Lizzie lots of places and
she loves it - she feels like a
Princess when she is in “ h e r ”
van.

“Lizzie enjoys life, she smiles a
lot and she is really bright. She
still cannot walk, or talk or
feed herself, but she is re a l ly
h ap py. She has proved she
wants to live and eve ry b o d y
just loves her, that’s all.”

“All disabled children are the
same as you and me and we
should all treat them the same
w ay, disabled or not. I mean,
h ow would you feel if
someone treated yo u
d i f fe re n t ly just because yo u
couldn’t do the same things as
them?”

sisterly love
shines through

from page 1 agency: Catholic Care

Catholic Care, a LifeLink agency, has
provided care and support for Lizzie
and the McKerlie family over the
past 9 years, since Lizzie was just 12
months old.

Staff from the “Family Care Service”
often care for Lizzie at home, giving
Ann and the family the chance for a
break from their commitment to
constant care. 

Lizzie also stays for short periods of
time at one of Catholic Care’s two
respite houses for children (which
care for 130 children and families
annually).

Lizzie’s mother participates in the
Family Counsellors/Pastoral Care

Worker groups run for parents. 

There are also supportive programs
for siblings, a group known as SlBS
Specially Important Brothers and
Sisters.

Executive Director of Catholic Care,
Maureen Jewell, said.

“There is a community attitude 
that to have a person with an
Intellectual Disability in the family is a
disaster.

“At Catholic Care we know better.

“We understand and have shared
both the stresses and the joys that
come with loving and caring for a

child with an intellectual disability,
and Rebecca’s assignment illustrates
both sides so very clearly.

“Rebecca and the McKerlie family
love Lizzie, and she returns that love
in full. If Catholic Care continues to
offer families appropriate support -
so that the stresses do not become
overwhelming - then the family can
grow and develop with their son or
daughter who have a disability.

“Rebecca’s caring and compassion,
her maturity and confidence, shine
through in her assignment.

“She is a remarkable young girl ,
much like her sister Lizzie” said
Maureen Jewell.

R e b e c c a ’s teacher gave her top marks for this assignment, a n d
made the following notes...

“Reading this information had me on the verge of tears, not only
because of the hardships and struggle Lizzie has had to face, but for
the love and unselfish respect you have for your sister.

“Even though she can’t tell you how much she loves you, I am sure
she shows you through that famous smile of hers.

“A brilliant assignment Rebecca.”

Over 150 people accepted an invitation from Archbishop Hickey to attend a Free Wills Seminar, conducted for parishioners in
the South Central Zone of Parishes held recently at the Willetton Parish Centre. 

His Grace, Archbishop Hickey said:
“We are hosting these information evenings, conducted by Mr John Kenny from Blakiston & Crabb Solicitors, to answer the many
questions many people have on ‘Why A Will Is Important’ and to provide access to competent legal advice. ”

Mr Greg Russo, Financial Administrator for the Archdiocese said: 
“This is not a fundraising exercise for us, these wills seminars are absolutely free and are sponsored by LifeLink. 
It is a way to say ‘Thank You’ to all the parishes and parishioners who continue to support LifeLink. The seminars are a way to
give something back to our Catholic community, and provide a much needed service.”

The next Wills Seminar for Parishioners within the Central Zone of Parishes will be held on:

D a t e : Tuesday 18th September 2001   T i m e : 7.30 pm   V e n u e : The Infant Jesus Parish Centre, Cnr Wellington Rd & Smith St, Morley

Should YOU wish to attend reservations can be made by calling Kim at LifeLink on 9223 1315 during office hours.

Will Seminars a Success

Pictured: Lizzie at home with her sister Rebecca and mother, Ann


