Archbishop’s Christmas Appeal for

LifeLink 2018

God is Love

This Christmas, let’s share this gift of love…

…with those in need who reach out to us for help.
Most Rev Timothy Costelloe SDB
Archbishop of Perth

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
As I prepare this Christmas message, I find myself reflecting on the words of Jesus who once said to his disciples,
“The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord
of the harvest to send labourers to His harvest" (Matthew 9:37).
We often understand this passage to be referring to the need for more vocations to the priesthood and
the religious life. This is certainly true, but the passage can also be understood to refer to the call to
every Christian to live his or her life in a spirit of faithful discipleship. We are all called to walk together
in the footsteps of the Good Shepherd. He is the guide of every single one of us.
We express our discipleship in many different ways. At the heart of them all, of course, is our weekly or
even more frequent celebration of the Eucharist. There we are drawn into a deep communion with the
Lord who says to us, “Love one another as I have loved you” (John 13:34). And as the Lord reminds us on
another occasion, “It is not those who say ‘Lord, Lord’, who will enter the kingdom of heaven but only
those who do the will of my Father in Heaven” (Matthew 7:21).
What this means in practice is spelt out in Matthew’s gospel in a passage which is very
consoling, or very confronting, depending on how we are actually living our Christian lives:
"Come … take for your heritage the kingdom prepared for you … for I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me,
I was in prison and you came to me" (Matthew 25:35).
It is in our compassionate and generous reaching out to people in need – the isolated, lonely,
abused, sick or persecuted - that others see reflected in us the face of Jesus. Then we really are
‘walking in the footsteps of the Good Shepherd’.
Thankfully in our Archdiocese there are many wonderful social service agencies and organisations
supported by the Church (through LifeLink) which, on our behalf and because of our generosity, continue
a mission of care to those most in need in the community.
In the special newsletter included with my Christmas message this year, you will
discover the good news and the amazing work of one of our agencies – The Shopfront.
I am sure you will be touched by the interview with Murray, a frequent visitor to
The Shopfront, who bravely shares with us his personal story of loss, heartache,
loneliness and depression, but who has overcome incredible obstacles and is now
a support person for others in need, and a true example of a ‘Good Samaritan’.
The Shopfront works on the ‘front line’ for welfare delivery, welcoming more
than 25,000 ‘visitors’ and directly assisting more than 4,500 individuals each year.
The Shopfront cares for people battling mental health issues, those with drug
and/or alcohol addictions, people who are homeless, people fighting loneliness
and the growing number who are struggling financially.
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“I was born in Adelaide.
My parents had seven
children to care
for which must have been
extremely hard for them
as we were

very poor. I remember
we all lived in just one
bedroom, and my
earliest recollection was
of being hungry. I remember
neighbours
would call me over to
say hello and give me
bits of food to
take home.
My father worked at a Tannery
for more than 30 years,
and it was
hard work indeed. It was
no wonder he fell ill and
could no longer
provide for our family. I
was forced to leave what
schooling I had
been receiving, and at
just 13 years of age, I
started work in a
soap factory to help my
family.
I was in my early 20s when
I met Roslyn, a beautiful
hairdresser
from Perth who was visiting
Adelaide. We met, fell
in love and
married in a very short
time. Neither of us had
lot financially.
I recall that when we
moved to Perth, I arrived
with just $10 in
my pocket and we rented
a little place for $10 per
week. Roslyn
said not to worry, as she
had good clients and could
earn what
we needed.
It took a while for me
to find work especially
with little
education, but I eventually
found employment as
a delivery
driver for a Bakery Supplier,
delivering yeast to cafes,
bakeries and restaurants
all over Perth. Life wasn’t
rich,
but my wife and I were
happy.
We had three beautiful
children together - two
daughters and a son,
and we loved them dearly.
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Damian Walsh, Director of The Shopfront, is supported in his mission by a team of 150 dedicated volunteers.
Most come weekly, but others come fortnightly or monthly. Each week approximately 65 volunteers
contribute an average of three hours each to help make The Shopfront the welcoming, warm and special
place that it is.

The Shopfront is just one of the many Church organisations which receive funding through LifeLink.
‘Our’ LifeLink agencies provide practical care and professional assistance to more than
34,000 Western Australian families and individuals in need each year. We could not hope to continue
to do this without your generous support for my appeals.
As I officially launch my Christmas Appeal for LifeLink, I ask that you give generously.
Please, help me to raise a minimum of $650,000 for people in need this Christmas.
In doing so, you will be giving far more than your financial support. You will be making a very real and
tangible difference in the life of people who desperately need our help. And in this way you will be
helping the Lord’s Church to fulfill its vocation: to be a living and effective sign of the Lord’s presence
among us – that presence whose beginnings we celebrate at Christmas.
May God bless you, your family and loved ones as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the face
of our heavenly Father’s mercy. I wish you all a Happy and Holy Christmas.
Yours in Jesus Christ,

Most Rev Timothy Costelloe SDB
Archbishop of Perth

Please visit our website to make
a secure credit card donation

www.lifelink.com.au

LifeLink Office
Griver House, 249 Adelaide Tce, Perth WA 6000 Tel +61 8 6104 3636 Email lifelink@perthcatholic.org.au Website www.lifelink.com.au
PRIVACY ACT: To access your personal information or to be removed from our mailing list please write to: LifeLink, GPO Box K828 Perth WA 6842.

Yes, I WILL share God’s gift of love with people in need this Christmas!

Thank you and God Bless

Donations over $2 are tax deductible and official receipts
will be provided when name and address are supplied.

