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Q: How does Archbishop Hickey speak to thousands of students attending 
some 80 schools and colleges at the one time and never leave his chair? 

A: By going "on-line" over the World Wide Web!

On Wednesday 9 June, His Grace,
A rchbishop Barry Hickey, off i c i a l l y
launched his annual LifeLink Day
initiative to Catholic  schools in the
A rchdiocese via a "live and interactive"
webcast.

For the 5th consecutive ye a r, A rc h b i s h o p
H i c key personally reached out to, and spoke
d i re c t ly with, students attending both primary
and secondary schools using the Internet.

Some 60 primary and 18 secondary schools
and colleges joined His Grace for the webcast,
and a re c o rd 1300 emailed questions we re
re c e i ved during the two 45-minute we b c a s t s .
( E d i t o r ’s Note: P r i m a ry & Secondary schools
had separate webcast's given the wide age
variances of students.)

The Internet provides the Archbishop with the
opportunity of explaining to the students what

he hopes to achieve through his LifeLink Day
I n i t i a t i ve. The added benefit is that His Grace
has the chance to hear from young people what
t h ey are thinking, concerned about,
understanding of, and committed to.

LifeLink Day, an initiative His Grace established
in 1998, has two main goals:

• To educate Catholic youth on how the 
Church does respond to need within our 
community, though its support for agencies 
funded through the LifeLink organisation.

And

• To ask every school and every student to 
demonstrate their support for people less 
fortunate in our community, by undertaking 
some form of fundraising for LifeLink.The 
goal is to raise a minimum of just $1 from 
every student – a total of $50,000.
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Technology makes the difference!  

Another Will Information Evening was held
re c e n t ly at St Luke's Parish Centre in
Wo o d v a l e, and once again, almost 100 people
accepted the Archbishop's invitation to attend.

The seminars are provided as a free service to
parishioners in the Pe rth A rc h d i o c e s e. G u e s t s
are provided with information on why a Will is
i m p o rt a n t , h ow to go about preparing a W i l l ,
and are provided useful tools such as W i l l
Inventory Sheets.

Mr John Ke n ny, f rom Blakiston & Crabb
Solicitors presents the seminars on behalf of
the A rc h d i o c e s e. Fo l l owing a brief fo r m a l
presentation, John spends time answering many
of the general questions in a group question
format.

For people who have personal queries or wish
m o re private discussions, eve ryone has the
o p p o rtunity of gaining access to this
p ro fessional serv i c e , a dditiona l legal
re p re s e n t a t i ves are on-hand to prov i d e
professional guidance and advice.

Editor's Note: Thanks John and Marie fro m
Blakiston & Cra b b , we are grateful for your
continuing professional support and assistance.

The next seminar is to be held for the Eastern
Zone of Parishes:

On: Wednesday 3 August 2004

Time: 7.30pm start – sharp!

Venue: St Joseph’s Parish Centre
22 Hamilton Street, Bassendean.

If you would like to attend or find out more
about this service, please contact:

Kim Sweetman on - 
Telephone 9223 1315 or
Email admin@lifelink.com.au 

Places are l imited - demand is high - so
bookings are essential.

A WILL…Where there’s
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"Using this form of technology to launch my
L i feLink Day initiative each year provides so
m a ny benefits. I can deliver my message to all
the schools in just one and a half hours, and to
be able to interact directly with the children by
receiving and answering their many emailed
questions on-line – it’s just wonderful" said
Archbishop Hickey.

" I am so impressed with the questions that our
young people ask. T h ey ask me all sorts of
t h i n g s , f rom what my favourite food or fo o t y
team is, to deep spiritual or personal Faith
issues.

It is also evident that our young people are
concerned by so many of the "big issues" that
our society as a whole faces – war, t h e
e nv i ro n m e n t , escalating violence , f a m i ly
b re a k d own and social justice for al l. T h i s
webcast provides me a unique opportunity and I
am encouraged that an ever-increasing number
of schools and students are participating each
year.

I would like to thank all the Principals, R E
C o o rdinators and teaching staff at our many
schools who help make not only the we b c a s t ,
but LifeLink Day, possible each year" he said.

Of course, the Arc h b i s h o p ’s webcast
would not be possible without the
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A rchbishop Barry Hickey made a special
p resentation to WestNet Internet Serv i c e s
recently.

He presented an original pastel painting by
respected Western Australian A rtist Simon
C o l l i n s . In presenting the gift to company
C h a i r m a n , B e r n a rd Brow n , His Grace thanke d
and congratulated WestNet "on the company’s
significant and ongoing contribution to, a n d
support for, my LifeLink Day initiative" he said.

In response, Mr Brown said: “WestNet believes
in good corporate cit izenship - that our

c o m p a ny and our people seek to enhance the
community in which we conduct our business.
WestNet is therefore delighted to support such
a wo rthwhile organisation as Life L i n k , and by
doing so, help to support Western A u s t r a l i a n
families in need within our community.

I accept this special acknowledgment on behalf
of all WestNet employe e s , with our collective
and sincere thanks”, he said.

E d i t o r ’s Note: I understand that WestNet were
thrilled with the Archbishop’s gift, and the painting
will be on display in their Boardroom.

g e n e rous assistance of two key
o rganisations – the CEO and We s t N e t
Internet Services.

In particular, we wish to thank and acknowledge
the CEO’s Dire c t o r, Ron Dullard , A s s t . D i r.
Special Eve n t s , Michael King and Catholic
Education Network Consultant, Sam Oriti.
Thank you for the fantastic support prov i d e d
through the Catholic Education Office.

Thank you to the Dire c t o r s , Management and
Staff of WestNet Internet Services, who provide
al l  the technical facil ities, e x p e rt i s e , a n d
equipment to make this webcast a reality each
year. And all this provided at absolutely no cost
to LifeLink – marvellous work WestNet! 

A special thank you to Sales Manager- R y a n
B u n t e r, William Coleman, N e t work Operations
Team Member and Database Development Team
Member, Jarrad Sargent for being so supportive
and accommodating – it is ap p reciated and
valued by everyone here at LifeLink.

Editor’s Note: Whilst the official launch of LifeLink
Day was 9 June, schools have all year to participate
( w h e n ever your school decides it is best) and
u n d e rt a ke some form of fundraising such as fre e
d ress days, s p o rts carnivals, fe t e ’s etc….so go o d
luck and we hope you have a great LifeLink Day at
your school in 2004.

left to right
Archbishop Barry Hickey presents a gift of appreciation to WestNet’s Bernard Brown, Chairman; Alan Ariti, Network Operations
Manager; Chris Thomas, Technology and Product Development Manager

Archbishop Makes Special Presentation to WestNet

below
Students from Year 12 at Iona Presentation College gathered in the school library to participate in the Lifelink webcast


