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Our LifeLink Journey

“Marcellin Champagnat lived among children and young people, loved them with 

them with passion, and devoted his energies to them. As Marists we also experience 

experience a special joy in sharing our time and ourselves with them. We resonate 

resonate with their aspirations; we are filled with compassion for them

and we reach out to them in all their difficulties.

and we reach 

— In the Footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat (2023)

At N ewm an C o lleg e, we seek to  m ake this M arist call to  b e p resent, to  notice and  to  

resp ond  a lived  reality for our stud ents and  staff. O ur p artnership  with LifeLink®  in 

2026 has p rovid ed  an op p ortunity to  m ove b eyond  sim p ly learning  ab out social 

justice toward s und erstand ing , encounter and  action.

O ur m ission is to  m ake Jesus C hrist known and  loved . O ur M arist trad ition g ives us a 

p articular way o f living  this out: throug h p resence, com p assion and  p ractical resp onse 

to  the need s o f others. Throug hout 2026, we have therefore soug ht not sim p ly to  raise 

funds for LifeLink® , but to  help  our students understand  its work, encounter the 

p eop le and  com m unities it sup p orts, and  d iscover how they can resp ond .

Building awareness through education

“
This year, students explored the work of LifeLink®'s eight agencies and the different ways they 

support people across Western Australia. They discovered, for example, the work of Stella Maris in 

Fremantle and its support for seafarers, alongside agencies responding to homelessness, 

disadvantage, disability and other forms of vulnerability.

This learning was shared beyond individual classrooms through student-created posters, displays and 

a video promoting LifeLink®. These opportunities gave students a voice in telling the story of LifeLink® 

and helped shift the focus from simply asking students to ‘raise money for LifeLink®’ to understanding 

who they were supporting and why that support matters.

This awareness was also extended to families through our LifeLink® fundraising platform and Seesaw 

communications, helping the wider College community learn about the work of LifeLink® and its 

agencies.



2 0 2 6  A R C H B I S H O P ’ S  L I F E L I N K ®  S P I R I T  A W A R D  S U B M I S S I O N

Our LifeLink Journey 3

Turning awareness into action

O ur m ajo r fund raising  in itiative was the LifeLink®     

tho n. S tud ents walked , jo g g ed  and  ran lap s o f the 

oval while seeking  sp onsorship  for their efforts, 

creating  a joyful co m m unity event with a clear 

p urp o se b eyo nd  the d ay itself.

The N ewm an C o lleg e co m m unity raised  o ver 

$11,000 with every lap  rep resenting  a p ractical 

resp o nse to  the need s stud ents had  b een learning  

ab o ut.

O ur Guild  Id entity Pro ject has also  p ro vid ed  

ano ther way fo r this learning  to  b eco m e p art o f 

stud ent life. S tud ents exp lo red  the sto ries o f o ur 

eig ht Guild  p atro ns and  the causes fo r which they 

sto o d . Each Guild  then d evelo ped its o wn m o tto, 

m asco t and  co nnectio n to  a LifeLink®  ag ency or 

ano ther C atho lic so cial justice o rg anisatio n, with 

stud ents p ro p o sing  and  vo ting  o n these 

co nnectio ns.

This has created  an o p p o rtunity fo r L ifeLink®  and  

social justice to  b ecom e p art o f Guild  id entity 

thro ug ho ut the year, rather than b eing  asso ciated  

with a sing le fund raising  event. We ho p e to  

streng then these co nnectio ns with LifeLink

ag encies and  o ther C atho lic so cial justice 

o rg anisatio ns in  2027.

This helped shift the focus from simply 

asking students to “raise money for 

LifeLink®” to helping them understand who 

they were raising money for and why their 

support mattered.

9000+
Laps run by students to raise 
raise money for 
LifeLink® 

LifeLink® 
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From awareness to encounter

Our senior students have participated in S hopfront C athed ral O utreach, one o f L ifeLink® 's 

ag encies, jo ining  staff to  p rep are and  serve food  to  p eop le exp eriencing  hom elessness 

and  d isadvantag e.

For students, Shopfront has become a meaningful experience of encounter. Meeting people, sharing 

a meal and offering a warm welcome gives a human face to the needs they encounter. With many 

staff also participating, Shopfront has become a whole-community expression of our belief that social 

justice is something we live together, not simply something we ask others to support.

$11,000+ raised for LifeLink®  by the N ewm an 
C olleg e com m unity.

Living our Marist call

Our LifeLink® journey in 2026 has connected education, awareness, encounter and action. Students 

have learnt about vulnerability, shared that learning with others, encountered people whose 

experiences may be different from their own, and responded through generosity and service.

In doing so, they are learning what it means to make Jesus Christ known and loved - through the way 

they notice others, stand alongside them and respond with generosity and compassion.



Newman College  ·  Churchlands, Western Australia
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